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Copyright Law Policy – National and International

Péter Mezei, PhD, habil.

Associate Professor, Institute of Comparative Law, University of Szeged

Thursdays @ 14:00-15:30 in room JK207

Aims and purposes of the course

Participants of the course will get familiarized with the leading international treaties of international private law and the basic concepts of international copyright law. The above treaties contain only the basic doctrines of intellectual protection. Therefore significant differences are visible between several nations’ copyright statutes. The cases, articles, excerpts of statutes and reports that are used during the course witness these differences. Due to the comparative aspect of the lecture the students can significantly enlarge their knowledge on the international copyright law through the understanding of the international multilateral treaties and the differences of the several legal regimes (besides the Common Law countries the course will introduce European, and some Oriental and African sources).

Topics of the lecture that students may have great interest in include the different aspect of copyright protection in the US and on the European continent (including the neighboring and moral rights protection); and basic doctrines of international private law.

Schedule and topics to be covered

I. Introduction to International Copyright Law

II. International Private Law and Intellectual Copyright Issues

a) Territoriality; 

b) National Treatment;

c) Choice of Forum; Choice of Law; 

III. International Copyright Law

a) Protected Subject Matter; Originality Requirement

b) Entitlement for Protection; Ownership & Term

c) Exclusive Economic and Moral Rights; Neighboring Rights;

d) Limitations and Exceptions; Fair use; The Three-Step Test; Exhaustion/First Sale Doctrine;

e) Liability Doctrines.

IV. Test Your Knowledge session

Readings
(Readings are available via Coospace for registered students)

Mezei Péter: Copyright Law Policy – National and International, Textbook, Szeged, 2015

Curtis A. Bradley: Territorial Intellectual Property Rights in an Age of Globalism, 37 Virginia Journal of International Law, 1997: p. 520-531.

Adolf Dietz: ALAI Congress: Antwerp 1993 The Moral Right of the Author: Moral Rights and the Civil Law Countries, Columbia-VLA Journal of Law & the Arts, 1995: p. 199-227.

Mode of assessment

Participants will be required to write a maximum 8 pages long essay (double-spaced, Times New Roman, character size: 12) on a hypothetical question that will be handed over to the students on the last lecture.
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